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 Welcome to the Hall Green Community Update  
 
 

We hope that our readers have been enjoying the lovely weather we have had this month! 
Since our last edition we’ve been checking in with our colleagues across Hall Green and their 
fantastic projects. In this edition you will be able to read our interview with Abdullah Rehman 
from the Bahu Trust, find out about the Early Help teams Summer programme for children and 
families, as well as local and city wide support and training opportunities. We hope enjoy! 
 

_______________________________________________ 
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Who We Are 
 
Accord is the lead partner for NNS and Early Help for families in the Hall Green Constituency.  
Our community teams are working across Moseley, Kings Heath & Brandwood Sparkhill, 
Sparkbrook, Balsall Heath and Hall Green to support people of all ages in diverse 
communities. More details about this citywide partnership can be found here and here   

 

 Neighbourhood Network Scheme (NNS)  

 Children & Families Early Help Network 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bvsc.org/C19SupportBrum
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/Covid19CYPF
https://brumnns.wordpress.com/
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50224/birmingham_children_s_partnership/2156/birmingham_children_s_partnership_-_resources
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Hall Green Community News 

Training Opportunities for Community Assets 

Hall Green NNS has a small pot of money that will enable us to offer training opportunities to 
community organisations, groups or individuals who provide activities/ services to citizens aged 50 
and over that are aimed at improving their health and wellbeing. The purpose of the training and 
support programme is to enable community groups and organisations to improve, sustain and grow 
their existing offer which older people can benefit from. 

We are reaching out to local community assets to see if they would be able to deliver that training 
over the next few months. The areas of training we are looking at commissioning are: 

 Digital inclusion, culture and capability 
 Volunteering 
 Safeguarding 
 Funding   
 Community organisation business and 

governance support 
 Marketing and Promoting 
 Health and Wellbeing (specific topics). 

Please download the Expression of Interest 
Form found HERE that gives specific details of 
the areas of training we are looking to 
commission local organisations to deliver. Our 
initial focus will be to provide training on bid 
writing and mental health. However, if there are others areas you can support with please indicate 
so on the form. 

We aim to commission training providers from community assets who have the necessary 
experience and expertise. Where possible we would like to commission organisations who are 
based within the constituency, however we may have to extend our reach if the need arises. 

The maximum amount of funding a provider can receive is £5,000 for delivering a training activity for 
up to three months and an organisation can only receive one amount of funding in a 12 month 
period. We will be looking to obtain three quotes for each area of training. 

If you would like to express an interest please complete and return the form 
to HallGreenNNSTeam@accordgroup.org.uk by the 26 August 2020. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hallgreencommunities.org.uk/nns-capacity-building-training-opportunities-for-local-community-assets/
mailto:HallGreenNNSTeam@accordgroup.org.uk
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Hall Green Families Summer Programme 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Accord secured a small pot of funds to support summer activities from our supplier Travis Perkins. 
This has been used to offer micro grants up to £500 to support the delivery of summer activities that 
bring together children, young people, families and/ or older adults on low or no income in the Hall 
Green District. The aim is to prioritise young people and families eligible for free school meals, at 
risk of food insecurity, no recourse to public funds and in need of additional support or coronavirus 
government assistance.  
 
We have also developed resource guide for schools and partners alongside an resource webpage 
for families use through the summer detailing free and low cost local activities and healthy eating 
ideas on a budget. See here for more details.  
 
Holiday activity and food information is also being shared on our Facebook and twitter pages on a 

regular basis. 
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Spotlight On… the Bahu Trust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are a number of brilliant projects that are being ran across Hall Green helping children, 

families and older adults in our constituency, and we want to shine a spotlight on them. This edition 

we spoke to Abdullah Rehman who is the Community Engagement Lead for the Bahu Trust. The 

Bahu Trust is a charity based in Balsall Heath that provides educational and community 

engagement opportunities for those living in Balsall Heath and the surrounding areas.  

The Bahu Trust have been on the frontline of the community response to Coronavirus in Hall Green, 

and have provided support to people adversely impacted by the virus and lockdown measures. 

During our chat with Abdullah he told us about some of the fantastic community work that has taken 

place across Balsall Heath during the pandemic, as well as the history of modern-day Balsall Heath 

and the changing role of the Mosque within communities across the country.  

Abdullah was born and raised in Balsall Heath, a place he describes as being “rough and tough” 

during his youth. During Abdullah’s childhood Balsall Heath had a reputation for crime with  many 

living in the area scared to speak out about the criminal activity through fear of retaliation, “speaking 

out could impact your businesses or your safety. At the time there wasn’t community representation 

in the local police force so the police and local community didn’t know how to engage with each 

other.”   
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An influx of drugs into Balsall Heath in the early 1990s saw an escalation in violent crime. Following 

this the community decided to take a stand and in 1994 staged a series of peaceful protests across 

Balsall Heath. “The community decided that we loved Balsall Heath enough to fight for it, so we 

staged peaceful protests. At first there were 6 of us, 6 of us became 12, 12 turned into 100 and 

before we knew it the whole neighbourhood was picketing on the streets”. From these peaceful 

protests came a ‘Neighbourhood Street Watch’ whose mission was to deter crime. The 

communities’ efforts did not go unnoticed and local and national news began to pay attention to how 

residents of Balsall Heath transformed their neighbourhood.  

Birmingham City Council and the local 

Police force also began working more 

closely with the community to enact 

further change. Following this the crime 

rate in Balsall Heath dropped by more 

than 30% and residents of Balsall 

Heath felt a new found sense of 

empowerment “we realised that when 

we came together as one big collective 

voice we could make change and 

amplify all our individual voices.” The 

Balsall Heath Forum was set up as a 

way for residents to ensure that the 

momentum remained. The Forum led 

on a number of community initiatives 

and projects in the area. What took place in Balsall Heath would inspire David Cameron’s concept 

for the ‘Big Society’, a key platform his government encouraged when it came into power in 2010.  

Coproduction was at the heart of the regeneration of Balsall Heath, with its diverse community 

coming together to make the area a safer place. Abdullah describes this as being like a jigsaw 

puzzle, each part of the community representing an important part of a bigger picture. However, for 

Abdullah one key puzzle piece was missing in this and that was the Mosque. Abdullah is keen to 

stress that this is not a criticism of Mosques but rather a reflection on how Mosques have been 

perceived by the communities around them. Abdullah told us, “I don’t think people recognised that 

they could reach out to the Mosque for support, the Mosque was a place to worship and that was 

that. If people needed help or support they would contact the Forum or the Council but not think to 

come to the Masjid.”  

Through his longstanding work in the community Abdullah was able to see how places of worship 

had an important role to play in ensuring that societies most vulnerable were protected: “When 

austerity hit we saw a real resurgence of places of faith and a change in role that they can play in  
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communities, in particular Churches. I have worked with colleagues to use Church halls as venues 

to provide advice surgeries; I have helped to set up foodbanks with the Balsall Heath Church Centre 

on Mary Street. And while the Mosque has always supported these initiatives and worked with 

Churches I think in general Churches were ahead of the game. The vision was always there for 

Mosques to play a similar role, but we struggled to figure out what it would look like in practice.”  

The COVID-19 pandemic provided the Mosque with an opportunity to branch out into providing 

community support. Before lockdown measures were officially announced Abdullah and the Bahu 

Trust were receiving request for support from families struggling financially “we had lots of calls from 

vulnerable families who couldn’t afford to shop and were going to supermarkets and finding that the 

shelves were empty”. Abdullah and the Trust knew they needed to do something to help and used 

their connections in the community to provide food parcels and essential items to families in need, 

“word spread and for the first time people of all ethnicities and backgrounds were calling the 

Mosque for support”.   

As soon as lockdown measures were formally put in place the Trust enlisted a team of volunteers 

who extended the work that Abdullah 

had began earlier in March. “I want to 

stress that this work has been a 

community effort, I am just one part of a 

wider team of individuals who have come 

together to help.” The support that the 

Trust and Mosque have provided has 

stretched beyond Balsall Heath to as far 

as Wolverhampton.  At the time of our 

chat with Abdullah he Mosque and Trust 

had delivered over 2000 food parcels to 

those in need during the pandemic. 

Abdullah was keen to highlight the 

important role that young people from 

the Mosque have played in doing this 

work. “People give the younger 

generation a hard time but through the pandemic we have seen the best in them. They really 

stepped up to make sure that the older and more vulnerable members of the Mosque could shield 

while they delivered food parcels. It was a mix of boys and girls who have been supporting our 

efforts.”  

By supporting the COVID-19 response the Trust has engaged with new communities comprising of 

people of all faiths and backgrounds. “I delivered a food parcel to one woman who broke down in 

tears at her doorstep. She told me that she felt terrible because for so long she had thought  
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negatively of Islam. I took the opportunity to talk to her about Islam and I explained that at Sultan 

Bahu Mosque we see humanity as one and spread a message of love.” During our chat we spoke of 

how engagements from faith based organisations such as that of Sultan Bahu Mosque are an 

important tool in fighting prejudices within society.    

Abdullah is confident that following the coronavirus pandemic Mosque’s across Birmingham will 

continue to establish their new role as a source of support for communities of all backgrounds in the 

city, “It has been a terrible time but one that has provided us with an opportunity to establish our 

place within the wider community. The last missing piece of the puzzle!”    

When Abdullah is not at work you will find him volunteering for a number of Islamic Helps 

international causes. One such cause that has become a passion for Abdullah is the Eco Village for 

young orphans Islamic Help have set up in Tanzania; “I have fallen in love with Tanzania and the 

Eco Village project, they have transformed a desert into a forest and it is a fantastic achievement.” 

Earlier this month Abdullah took part in charity bike ride to raise money for the project. Cycling is 

also a big part of Abdullah’s life, helping him to unwind, “I recently started cycling it helps me to 

relax, I will get on my bike, cycle to a quite spot and read a book. I have also recently got into 

reading too”. Family is also a major part of Abdullah’s life outside of work “I make sure to spend as 

much time as I can with my daughters and son.” 

We want to say a big thank you to Abdullah for taking part in this feature. To read the full version of 

our interview with Abdullah visit our website. If you know a great community initiative that we should 

feature contact Natalie Tichareva on Natalie.Tichareva@accordgroup.org.uk  

_______________________________________________ 

COVID-19 Information 

We continue to work with our partners in the community, voluntary and faith sectors, health, 
family support, social work, police, education, social care, early year’s providers and GPs to 
provide local help.  Birmingham City Council and BVSC are leading efforts to make it easier for 
people to get the support they need in the neighbourhoods where they live through.  
 

Changes to Face Coverings in England  

On the 8th of august regulations around face coverings in England changed, meaning that there are 

now more indoor spaces where you will need to wear a face covering. These new spaces include:  

Community Centres 

Places of Worship 

 

  

 

 

https://www.hallgreencommunities.org.uk/spotlight-on-abdullah-rehman-the-bahu-trust/
mailto:Natalie.Tichareva@accordgroup.org.uk
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Libraries 

Social Clubs 

Museums and Art Galleries  

Indoor Entertianment venues.  

For further information, including how to make your own face covering, visit the government website 
HERE 
 

Trusted Information 

It is so important to only follow trusted guidance around the COVID-19 pandemic from 

legitimate sources. If you are struggling to get the right help or advice you can contact a 

member of the Hall Green Communities team who will link you in with trusted support on 

your doorstep.   

For details of Covid-19 Support Services in  

Sparkbrook, Balsall Heath, Sparkhill, Hall Green, Moseley, Kings Heath & Brandwood please 

visit our WEBSITE or see our directory attached 

 

Local & City-wide Help and Support 

Online Career Information Day  

The Birmingham and Solihull Training providers Network will be hosting free online careers 

information events on the 18th and 20th of August. All of the sessions will be held on Zoom with 

attendees able to join sessions of their choice based on your  career interests. For details of the 

Zoom meeting IDs for each session see the attached PDF!  

 

Get Grants Meet the Funder Events 

Get Grants will be offering FREE ‘Meet the Funder’ sessions with Lloyds Bank Foundation, 

Groundwork and Gloucestershire Community Foundation. The three funders will each be talking to 

particpants about their current grants programmes as well as to ask each funder questions.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own?fbclid=IwAR2NpxZLqAb1wVBQhBPUmTMBFIpZjOTNLNxAj0pCz4zq5dM5rSsDbcoaO-w
https://www.hallgreencommunities.org.uk/resources/
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The first session with Lloyds Bank Foundation takes place on the 19th of August, to book onto this or 

the other ‘Meet the Funder’ sessions click  HERE 

 

Get Involved 

 
We want the many unique voices who make Hall Green great to be involved in our Hall 
Green Communities newsletter. Do you know of a brilliant community project we should be 
featuring? Or do you want to shine a spotlight on a neighbour who has been supporting 
people through the pandemic? Perhaps you have an idea for how the Newsletter should 
look or what we should feature? Regardless of what your suggestion might be we want to 
hear from you! 
 
Please contact Natalie Tichareva at Natalie.Tichareva@accordgroup.org.uk to make a 
suggestion or find out more ways you can get involved with the newsletter.  
 
 
 

Thank you for reading our Hall Green Communities Newsletter 
Please stay safe, share this information and encourage others to join our 

mailing list. 
 
 
 
 

 
  

https://2xdlw.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/mr/drdEOAtEVdfzuJpXdbmRn5sF_ed2jntKXi1UDEWIazm4L3kO38hzvxfZJFd2FDKpzoVFTegI7fJy086WZAx9GB9AuxPuzI8bapAL3RKWEA
mailto:Natalie.Tichareva@accordgroup.org.uk
mailto:HallGreenNNSTeam@accordgroup.org.uk

